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UPGRADED PASSPORT AND VISA TRACKING SYSTEM INTRODUCED BY THE EMBASSY
To facilitate applicants with updated status/information on the
applications of passports,  visas, NVR, and travel permits (TPs),
significant changes have been brought to the Embassy's tracking
system. In the case of machine-readable passports (MRP), the
addition of 'Enrolment ID' will provide applicants with updates at both
Dhaka and Washington DC ends.  The newly introduced 'Tentative
Date of Delivery' helps the applicants plan their schedules.
'Comment' box has been added to convey the applicants in case any
additional document or information is required for disposal of the
application. Relevant instructions, clarifications, and contact details
have been given on the tracking page so that the applicants can fully
utilise the system. By upgrading the tracking system, the Embassy
aims at ensuring smoother and time-bound delivery of services. The
application status can be checked at: bdembassyusatracking.org

Ambassador M. Shahidul Islam met with Mr. Bob Harvey, the CEO of the Greater Houston Partnership, and its leadership team. They
discussed various issues of cooperation between Bangladesh and the City of Houston including trade and investment promotion, port
management, sister city relationship, and cooperation in the energy sector. The Ambassador visited the University of Houston, where he
and his delegation were warmly received by US Ambassador Michael Pelletier (ret’d), the founding Executive Director of the University’s
Institute for Global Engagement; Professor Dr. Michael Cottingham of Sport and Fitness Administration; Mr. Jason Fuller, District Director
for Senator Ted Cruz; and other faculty members and students of the University.  The University Officials briefed the Ambassador on their
recent initiatives to provide 50 sports wheelchairs and adaptive sports devices to a non-profit organization in Bangladesh. Ambassador
Islam also held a meeting with Mr. Steve Payne, the CEO of Linden Energy to discuss energy sector cooperation between Bangladesh
and USA.

The Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington DC hosted a reception to
celebrate Armed Forces Day on 22 November 2021. Bangladesh Chief of
Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Shaikh Abdul Hannan was present as the
Chief Guest. The US side was represented by Secretary of the Air Force
Frank Kendall. Ambassador M Shahidul Islam paid deep tribute to the
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and recalled
the bravery and supreme sacrifice of the valiant freedom fighters. He
highlighted the role of the Armed Forces in the Government’s efforts to
fight Covid-19. Ambassador Islam noted the multifaceted cooperation
between the Armed Forces of Bangladesh and the United States. US Air
Force Secretary praised Bangladesh Army’s peacekeeping and
humanitarian operations that have earned global acclamation. He
remarked the similar views of the US and Bangladesh on global norms
regarding access to space, exploration, and research. Air Chief Marshal
Shaikh Abdul Hannan underscored the friendly and cooperative
relationship between the US Armed Forces and Bangladesh Armed
Forces that is reflected in their regular engagements in various bilateral
and multilateral fora. Defense Attaché Brigadier General Md Shahedul
Islam welcomed the guests at the reception and thanked the USA for the
support and cooperation extended that is mutually beneficial for the two
countries.

THE US PRAISES BANGLADESH'S PEACEKEEPING FORCES AND HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS

At a Webinar titled “Bangladeshi perspectives on regional
economic cooperation”   jointly organized by US think-tank Atlantic
Council and Bangladesh Embassy in Washington DC, on 18
November, speakers praised the impressive economic growth that
Bangladesh has registered in recent years despite COVID-19 and
Rohingya crisis. Ambassador M Shahidul Islam delivered a
keynote speech on the theme of the event and took part in a
moderated discussion and a Q&A session. Senior advisor of
Atlantic Council’s South Asia Center and former US Ambassador to
Fiji Osman Siddique moderated the event. Ambassador M
Shahidul Islam highlighted Bangladesh’s proactive role in
supporting cooperation among the regional countries in power and
energy, COVID-19 collaboration, and climate change. The
Ambassador termed the Rohingya crisis as a big challenge for the
region that has stood in the way of greater integration of South and
Southeast Asian economies. The Moderator of the event, Osman
Siddique, highlighted the socio-economic progress of Bangladesh
since independence by comparing some of the economic indicators
between the past and the present. 

BANGLADESH STANDS OUT IN ECONOMIC PROGRESS DESPITE COVID-19 AND ROHINGYA CRISIS, SAY
SPEAKERS AT A WEBINAR IN WASHINGTON DC
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina joined the world leaders
in Glasgow, Scotland, for the “last, best hope” climate summit
against the backdrop of growing worries about the fate of the planet
earth. The UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and the UN Secretary-
General António Guterres greeted world leaders as they arrived in
Glasgow. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina attended the event as a key
stakeholder. She chaired the 48-nation Climate Vulnerable Forum
(CVF) and raised six points for effective collaboration between the
CVF and Commonwealth. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina urged the
developed countries to submit their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) in line with their obligations under the 2015
Paris Agreement and implement those to cut carbon emissions to
negate climate change impacts. She said compromising its
development needs, Bangladesh updated its NDC, scrapping ten
coal-based power plants projects involving US$12 billion foreign
investment and setting a roadmap to have 40 percent of the
country’s energy from renewable sources by 2041.

PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA JOINS WORLD LEADERS FOR 'LAST, BEST HOPE' CLIMATE SUMMIT

WORLD NEEDS TO ACT SERIOUSLY FOR ROHINGYA RETURN: PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA
Bangladesh Prime minister Sheikh Hasina urged the world
leaders to ensure the repatriation of Rohingya people to their
homes in Myanmar soon. “The world must act seriously to
make sure that the people can go back to Myanmar soon.
Otherwise, the security risks from the crisis will not just remain
confined within our borders,” said the Prime Minister. She
made the call while addressing the fourth edition of the Paris
Peace Forum, 2021, ‘Minding the Gap: Improving Global
Governance after Covid-19’ in Paris on 11 November 2021.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina added that as a permanent
member of the UN Security Council, France is uniquely placed
to promote international peace and security. French President
Emmanuel Macron convened the Forum while its president
Pascal Lamy chaired the event.

PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA WINS WITSA AWARD
The World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA), a
consortium of leading ICT associations in the world, named Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina as the winner of the Eminent Persons Award
for 2021 for her fight against fundamentalism, militancy, and
terrorism. The award was declared at the World Congress on IT
(WCIT 2021) at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in
Dhaka on 11 November 2021. Previous WITSA award winners
include former South African leader Nelson Mandela, creators of the
architecture of internet Vint Cerf and Bob Kahn, and inventors of Wi-
Fi technology John O’Sullivan and Terence Percival. The WITSA
extended the areas of the award in 2010 to include individuals
making a significant contribution to mankind. 

Liberation War Affairs Minister AKM Mozammel Haque emphasized
on upholding the spirit of the war of independence while pursuing the
national interests of Bangladesh. He made this call at an interaction
session with the officials of the Embassy in Washington, D.C. on 26
November 2021.  The Minister elaborated the long history of
struggles by the people of then East Pakistan and highlighted the
leadership role of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in all phases of the struggle.   Ambassador M
Shahidul Islam provided a brief account of the Embassy’s
engagements with the Bangladesh diaspora to enhance people-to-
people contact between Bangladesh and the USA and also to let the
new generation of Bangladeshi Americans know more about the
glorious history of Bangladesh’s war of independence.

UPHOLD THE SPIRIT OF LIBERATION WAR WHILE PURSUING THE NATIONAL INTEREST: SAYS
LIBERATION WAR AFFAIRS MINISTER

Ambassador M Shahidul Islam met the Deputy Under Secretary
for International Affairs of the U.S. Department of Labour Ms.
Thea Lee on November 23, 2021. They discussed the current
state of labor rights and workplace safety in Bangladesh and
various initiatives and measures being undertaken by the
Bangladesh Government to improve the situation further. They
also agreed that Bangladesh and the U.S. will work closely to
make further progress in addressing the remaining challenges in
Bangladesh’s RMG and labor sector. Mentioning the ‘Road Map
on Labor Sector of Bangladesh (2021-2026)’ submitted by the
Government to ILO, the Ambassador hoped that the progress in
the implementation of the Road Map would pave the way for
restoration of U.S. GSP.

AMBASSADOR M SHAHIDUL ISLAM MEETS DEPUTY UNDERSECRETARY MS. THEA LEE

The US Ambassador to Bangladesh Earl R. Miller met Ambassador M. Shahidul Islam at the Embassy on November 18, 2021. Both the
Ambassadors discussed all aspects of the Bangladesh-US relationship and resolved to work closely to strengthen partnership between
the two countries. 

AMBASSADOR EARL MILLER MEETS BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR

UN FOR THE FIRST TIME, ADOPTS ROHINGYA RESOLUTION BY CONSENSUS
The UN passed a resolution on ‘The situation of human rights of
Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar’ on 17
November 2021. The resolution recognized the government’s efforts
and investments in building the facilities in Bhashan char for
relocation of a portion of the Rohingya from the congested camps
and welcomed the MoU signed by Bangladesh with UNHCR. The
primary focus of the resolution was the human rights situation of the
Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar, including in the
context of the declaration of the state of emergency on 01 February
2021. It called upon Myanmar to address the root causes of the
Rohingya crisis, fulfill its obligations under the bilateral agreements
with Bangladesh, and cooperate fully with the newly appointed
Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Myanmar and all the
human rights mechanisms of the UN, among others. The resolution
also focused on the ongoing justice and accountability processes.

Bangladesh took over the responsibilities of the Indian Ocean Rim
Association chair from the United Arab Emirates on 16 November for two
years. The UAE assistant minister for economic and trade affairs, Abdul
Nasser Alshaali, handed over the chairmanship to the Bangladesh
foreign secretary, Masud Bin Momen, on the second day of the 23rd
senior officials meeting of IORA in Dhaka. Bangladesh will discharge the
responsibilities till 2023. The IORA held the two-day senior officials
meeting on November 15 and 16 in Dhaka to set the next course of the
intergovernmental organization of the 23 countries of the Indian Ocean
region. Twelve ministers and about 80 senior officials of the member
countries joined the in-person meeting, with the representatives unable to
travel due to the Covid pandemic availing themselves of scopes to join
the meeting virtually. Foreign minister AK Abdul Momen led the
Bangladesh delegation in the ministerial segment.

BANGLADESH BECOMES IORA CHAIR
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